
Welcome to the BMDO Timeline

Tracking the historical and developmental
milestones of ballistic missile defense in conjunction with world events.

March, 1926 - Dr. Robert
H. Goddard launches the
first liquid-fueled rocket

September, 1944 - Nazi
Germany launches the
first V-2 rocket attack on
London

1920

July 1945 - A visit to Europe prompts
American officers to first start considering
developing defenses to protect against
ballistic missiles

1960

1960

1939-1945 -
World War II

1950-53 -
Korean War

1956 - Suez Crisis

1949 - First test by the
U.S.S.R. of an atomic bomb

December 1941
- Pearl Harbor

August 1945 - U.S. drops atomic
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki

October 1929 - Great
Depression begins

January 1933 - Adolf Hitler
comes to power in Germany
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October 1957 - U.S.S.R.
launches Sputnik, the first
Earth orbiting satellite

1955 - Bell Telephone
Laboratories completes a study
using analog computer simulations
that indicate it is possible to hit a
missile with another missile

April 1949 - Founding of
NATO
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1960

1960

1980

March 1961 - Soviet V-
1000 antimissile conducts
the first successful missile
intercept

1980

1965-1973 -
Vietnam
War

1962 - Cuban
Missile Crisis

1961 - Bay of
Pigs Invasion

1968 - Tet
Offensive

November, 1963 - President
John F. Kennedy assassinated
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July 1962 - A Nike
Zeus missile
successfully
intercepts a dummy
ICBM warhead

1970 1975

1972 - Nixon and
Brezhnev sign the
SALT I agreement,
including the ABM
Treaty

1979 - In response to the
Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, President Carter
withdraws the SALT II Treaty
from Senate consideration

1979 - The Soviet
Union invades
Afghanistan

June 1967 - At the Glassboro summit,
President Johnson tries to convince
Soviet Premier Kosygin that the
U.S.S.R. should abandon missile
defense efforts.  Kosygin replies:
“Defense is moral; offense is immoral”

1976 - After a close vote,
Congress orders the
Army to shut down the
Safeguard system,
because of technical
limitations and
restrictions of the ABM
Treaty

March 1969 - Nixon
announces the
decision to deploy
a missile defense
system designed to
protect U.S. ICBM
fields from attack
called Safeguard
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1980 1985

1980 1985

October 1983 -
U.S. military
action in
Grenada.

March 1983 - In a speech
before the nation, President
Reagan announces his
decision to embark on an
extensive R&D program to
examine the feasibility of a
missile defense system.  The
program became the
Strategic Defense Initiative

April  1984 - The
Strategic Defense
Initiative Organization is
created to examine the
possibility of deploying
missile defenses as an
alternative to nuclear
deterrence
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June 1984 - The Army’s
homing overlay experiment
successfully intercepted
and  destroyed a target
outside the atmosphere

November 1983 - The United States
begins deployment of 572 intermediate-
range cruise missiles in Europe.  In
response, the Soviet Union backs out of
arms-reduction talks

January 1982 - A group of private
advisors brief President Reagan,
recommending that he launch an
emergency national program to develop
missile defenses

January 20, 1981 - Ronald
Reagan is sworn in as 40th
President of the United
States

1980 - During the Republican
presidential campaign, Ronald
Reagan develops his strategic
viewpoint, rejecting mutual
assured destruction and calling
for research and development
of an effective anti-ballistic
missile system

1980 - The Soviet Union fully deploys the
SS-18 missile, which U.S. analysts
conclude gives the Soviets a first strike
capability because of the 10 extremely
accurate, high yield warheads per missile



1985 1990

1985 1990

October 1986 - An
agreement to drastically
reduce strategic nuclear
arms collapses at the
Reykjavik summit, due to
Soviet opposition to
American SDI
development

December 1989 -
U.S. military action
in Panama.
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November 4, 1987 - A
Patriot PAC-2 missile
successfully destroys
another Patriot simulating
the flight of an SS-23

September 1985  -
The Mid-Infrared
Advanced Chemical
Laser destroys a Titan
booster rigged to
simulate a thrusting
rocket booster

September 1986 - SDIO
completes the Delta 180
experiment, which intercepted a
target simulating a missile in its
boost phase

November 1989 - The fall of the
Berlin Wall, bringing about  the
end of Soviet dominance over
Eastern Europe

September 1987 - The
Secretary of Defense
approves SDS Phase I
baseline architecture and
authorizes six components
of SDI to enter Dem/Val
after a Defense
Acquisition Board
recommendation

Summer 1989 - Four
studies confirm
validity of Brilliant
Pebbles concept

1985 - Mikhail
Gorbachev becomes
General-Secretary of
the Communist Party
and President of the
U.S.S.R.

1986  - Gorbachev introduces the
reforms of  perestroika and
glasnost to the Soviet system,
meaning restructuring and
openness

January 20, 1989 -
George Bush is sworn in
as  the 41st president of
the United States



1990

1990 1995

August 1990 -
Iraq invades
Kuwait.

January - March 1991
- The Persian Gulf
War
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May 13, 1993 - The SDIO is
redesignated the Ballistic
Missile Defense Organization
to reflect a new focus in
DOD's missile defense
program

December 1991 - The
Soviet Union disintegrates
into independent states

January 29, 1991 - In his State
of the Union Address,
President Bush announces a
shift in the focus of SDI from
the SDS architecture  to
Global Protection Against
Limited Strikes (GPALS)
System

January 1991 -
During the Gulf War,
the first operational
engagement
between ballistic
missiles and ballistic
missile defenses
occurs

July 1991 - The
START I Treaty
is signed by the
U.S. and
U.S.S.R.

May 1992 - Former
Soviet republics
become parties to the
START I Treaty by
means of the Lisbon
Protocol

January
1993 - The
U.S. and
Russia sign
the START II
Treaty

September 1993 -
DOD completes the
Bottom-Up Review,
which specifies
national security
policy from FY95 to
FY99

1995

February 1994 - The
Army System Acquisition
Review Council selects
the Extended Range
Interceptor (ERINT) to be
the missile in the Patriot
PAC-3 theater missile
defense program

January 20, 1993 - Bill Clinton
is sworn in as the 42nd
President of the United States

October 1992 - NATO
AWACS surveillance
planes begin monitoring
air traffic over Bosnia to
enforce a no-fly zone



1995 2000

1995 2000
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April 1997 - BMDO establishes
the Joint Program Office for the
National Missile Defense (NMD)
Program (JPO), responsible for
the deployment readiness of an
NMD system by 2003

May 1997 - The
Department of Defense
completes the Quadrennial
Defense Review, which
examines all aspects of the
United States’  military
strategy

March 1996 - The Peoples’
Republic of China fires four
M-9 missiles that landed in
the vicinity of Taiwan as
part of military maneuvers
designed to influence
Taiwanese elections

August 1996 - The
Israelis complete a
successful test of
the Arrow II (Hetz-2)
anti-ballistic missile

November 1996 - The U.S.
Army fields an improved
version of the Patriot PAC-2
system that includes class 2M
radios from the Joint Tactical
Information Distribution
System (JTIDS)

1997 - NATO invites  Poland, the Czech
Republic, and Hungary  to begin accession talks
regarding membership, with the goal of
welcoming them into the Alliance by April 1999

1999 - Further
expansion round for
NATO

1999  - Target
date for fielding
the Patriot PAC-
3 system

April 1995 - First
flight of THAAD
missile

December 1995 - Following the
signing of the Bosnia Peace
Agreement negotiated in
Dayton, Ohio, NATO  (under
U.N. mandate)  begins to
implement the military aspects
of the Peace Agreement.  The
NATO led Implementation Force
(IFOR),  starts Operation Joint
Endeavor to enforce the cease
fire

December 1996 - IFOR gives
way to the Stabilization Force
(SFOR) under Operation Joint
Guard to ensure that the situation
in Bosnia remains calm

1999 - National
Missile Defense
integration test
scheduled

June 1997 -
First NMD
sensor test

January
1998 -
Second
NMD
sensor
test


